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With community support, we are continuing to 
monitor the mosquito populations in our field trial 
sites across the Cairns region.

We have seen promising results during the wet season, 
with Wolbachia sustaining in the local mosquito 
populations in all our field trial sites during this time.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank those who 
are hosting mosquito-monitoring traps on their properties. We currently have 
about 500 traps in place across Cairns and we are only able to monitor the 
mosquito population with this support. We also greatly appreciate residents’ 
assistance in securing these traps in the lead-up to Cyclone Ita – we could not 
have done this without their help. 

We look forward to continuing to work with the Cairns community as we 
expand our research to new field trial sites over the coming months.  
Geoff Wilson, Field Trial Manager

Community shows support for next trial
We are pleased to announce that – with 
community support and government approval 
– our next field trial of the Wolbachia dengue 
control method is set to begin in Stratford 
and a small area of Freshwater this month. 
We have also begun talking with community 
members in areas of Cairns North and 
Bungalow, where we hope to begin a further 
field trial in the coming months.

For up to four months, we will release 
mosquitoes that carry Wolbachia, bacteria that 
naturally occur in many insects and reduce the 
mosquitoes’ ability to transmit dengue. The 
aim of these trials is to establish Wolbachia 
in the local mosquito populations, which we 
expect will reduce local dengue transmission.

The results of these trials will help us to 
develop our method for larger-scale trials in Australia and overseas, where 
millions of people get dengue each year. We will be trialling a range of release 
strategies to find the most effective and efficient approach, which will include 
different release rates of Wolbachia mosquitoes and new release methods.  
We encourage people who live in these areas to contact us for more 
information or to register their support for a field trial.

Machans Beach & Babinda
We are continuing to see promising results 
in our Machans Beach and Babinda field 
trials, with over 90% of mosquitoes carrying 
Wolbachia. We expect that Wolbachia will 
now sustain itself in the Machans Beach 
and Babinda mosquito populations, without 
the need for further releases of Wolbachia 
mosquitoes. 

We released Wolbachia mosquitoes in 
Machans Beach and Babinda during the 
2013 dry season.

Inner Cairns
We released Wolbachia mosquitoes early 
last year in areas of Edge Hill, Whitfield, 
Parramatta Park and Westcourt. We have 
seen encouraging results during the wet 
season, with up to 80-90% of mosquitoes 
carrying Wolbachia.

We saw some fluctuation in these results 
from week to week, which we believe is 
due to the inner-city environment. Our inner 
Cairns field trial sites are less isolated than 
our other field trial sites, which means there 
is more likelihood of mosquitoes without 
Wolbachia flying into the area.

Yorkeys Knob & 
Gordonvale 
More than three years since we released 
Wolbachia mosquitoes, we are pleased to see 
that over 90% of mosquitoes in Gordonvale 
and Yorkeys Knob still carry Wolbachia. This 
suggests Wolbachia can remain in mosquito 
populations for long periods of time, which is 
critical to the sustainability of our method.

Mosquito numbers in all our field trial sites  
have now dropped with the onset of the 
dry season. We will continue our mosquito 
monitoring and will provide another update 
towards the end of the year.

We will trial the use of egg release 
containers across our new field 
trial sites.


